THE FORTY-NINERS
to issue the required proclamation of insurrectioi as soon as it could be "legally proved" that th Vigilance Committee had acted outside the law The small fact that it had already hanged two an< deported a great many others, to say nothing o taking physical possession of the city, meant littl to these legal minds.
In order that all things should be technicall; correct, then, Judge Terry issued a writ of habea corpus for William Mulligan and gave it into th hands of Deputy Sheriff Harrison for service on th Committee. It was expected that the Committe would deny the writ, which would constitute lega defiance of the State. The Governor would the; be justified in issuing the proclamation. If th state troops proved unwilling or inadequate, a might very well be, the plan was then to call on th United States. The local representatives of th central government were at that time Genera Wool commanding the military department c California, and Captain David Farragut in com mand of the navy-yard. Within their commas was a force sufficient to subdue three times th strength of the Vigilance Committee. Williar Tecumseh Sherman, then in private life, had bee: appointed major-general of a division of th